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The Australian Wheat Board is set 10
move o 2 new head office on the old
3AW site in La Trobe Sweer after the
developer agreed to change the
design to preserve nearby residents’
views.

The Victorian Adrninistrative and
Appeals Tribunal cleared the agreed
alterations yesterday. Planning Min-
ister John Thwaltes is kely to sign
planning approval this week.

The Wheat Board will be the

anchor tenant at the redeveloped
380 La Trobe Soeet in a pre-
commitment deal in which an office
building of about 22,500 square
metres will be built over two sites at
374-284 and 386-392 La Trobe Street.

Last month Mr Thwaites issued a
notice of his intentien to grant
planning approval for the project,
but two residents of the nearby
Republic Tower appealed to the
tribunal. The residents said the
project would interfere with their
views,

Major delays were averted when
design cha.nf’es approved by the

appeliam;s, saw the matter resolved |

a2 wibunal directions hearing.

The design has been medified to
set the building further back from
the western and eastern boundaries.
It is believed the bullding's height
has not been altered.

The mwibunel has written to Mr
Thwaites to direct that a planning
permit be issued. A tribunal spokes-
woman confirmed that a “'censent
order'” had been made and that the
minister had been directed to granta
planning permit for the proi

The first site at 374-384 La Trobe
Streer was once home to 3AW, the
other housed a three-level car park.

To be known as 380 lLa Trobe
Street, the project is a joint venture

between the Australian Property
Network and Hatford Pty Ltd, a
cornpany connected to Liberty Oil
Hatford owns both sites.

The Wheat Board will take up
abour 50 per cent of the space when
it leaves its Lonsdale Sweet head-
quarters.

Liberty Qil, Australia’s largest
independent petrol retailer, is owned
by David Wieland and David
Goldberg, who were behind the
1970s and 1980s independent group
Sola.

Planning approval and pre-
commirment for the project is a big
boost for 380 La Trobe Sweet and
places the project In a swong pos-
ition 10 secure tenanis.

Work on 380 La Trobe Steet is
expected 1o take 18 months, stardng
in August and with completion
scheduled for early 2003,

The 22-storey building will provide
A-grade office space for AWE. The
extra 12,000 square metres is yet to
be committed.

The developers hope to finish the
building ahead of competing pro-
jects in the office market, including
Grocen's Queen Victeria Village,
now under construction.

They will use the planning permit
and short construction period as
major selling points as they pursue
tenants for the remaining 12,000
square metres of space.

AWE spokesman Peter McBiide -

said the board was happy the plan-
ning problems had been resolved
and that a permit was about to be
issued. He said the board was
looking forward to moving inte its
new headquarters in early 2003.

Colliers Jardine spokesrman Simon
Hunt would not comment on the
project.

By ROYCE MILLAR

The modem era of office sky-
scrapers seems to have drawn 1o &
close with developers shelving
plans for "tallest ever”, stim struc-
tures in favor of squat,
style” office developments.
The Age can now réveal ‘new
plans for two CBD development
sites: the former Lend Leage site on
the corner of Bourke and William
Sweets, and the Herald and Weekly
Times building in Flinders Steet.
Both sites are owned by building
industry superannuation fund
C + BUS following the fund's split
last year. with developer. David

Ua.ha

“campus-,

- $200 million circular tower for the

Marriner. The- fund and Mraniner‘
were partners In the joint vénture -
vehicle, Staged Developments Aus-

SDA had earmarked both - Sitgs "
for star-reaching towers. The
Bourke Stresr site, was to get theé’
60-sterey, $350 million Grand Cen-
wal, designed by modemist archi-:
tect Harry Seidler, Marriner had .
promoted the Grand Cenrral as r.he '
CBD’s tallest bu)ldmg

'SDA had proposed a. 516 -stotey,

heritage-listed HWT site, That pro-
ject met opposidon | from résiderits,”-

. Heritage Victoria -and ‘Planning

Minister Johr Thwaites. - .
The Victorian Civil and Admiriis®
trative . Tribunal is ccnsndemg :
planning approval ‘for the HWT
proposal. But both projecis seem o' -
haie been beatén by an even more
menacing opponent: the market- ’
place, A new design for the Lend
Lease site - by -archifect” B

. Droject; 2 new design by Denton
_ Corker Marshall emphasises’ the"
“existing HWT building with. an

Henderscn has seen the 50- level
tower scaled down to two adjoining

“tbwers of 35 stories above ground;® -

with some underground car park- ..
ing-The new towers are likely 10™"
provide -;around - 50,000 sguar
metres 0f office space each.
In'a major reworking of the HWT

exte.nsion on top of JIIST a: few.

Melboumne's office space race. Thxs
week, . C+BUS fund . secretary...]
Helery Hewert stopped just short of

shelvirig: the two skyscraper - pro-..!"
posals when she said the “‘over--..
* whelming” inferest in the m;,:ket-m__




